Effect of prolactin on amino acid catabolism in the female rat.
Rats treated with prolactin showed a rise in food consumption and an increased deposition of both lean tissue and fat. Rats pair-fed with untreated controls showed an increase in lean tissue, and a reduction in the activities of two key enzymes that control amino acid oxidation and urea synthesis in the liver. This adjustment in protein metabolism may regulate the amino acid supply in relation to the needs for milk protein synthesis during lactation.